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PHIL 310 ~ History of Philosophy: Ancient (CRN 14938) 
Fall 2016, TR, 12:00-13:20, 111 LIL  
Students also attend a discussion section each Friday. 
Professor: Peter Warnek           warnek@uoregon.edu 
Office Hours (246SCH): T 14:00-16:00, and by appointment. 

 
Course Description: 

This course offers an introduction to ancient Greek philosophy, with an emphasis 
placed upon a careful reading of selected primary texts. The primary objective of 
the course is an understanding of the methods and concerns presented within the 
philosophical works of Plato and Aristotle. Attention is paid to how these ancient 
philosophical projects maintain a commanding position within the Western 
intellectual tradition. We are concerned with understanding the emergence of 
ancient Greek philosophy as a revolutionary event that changed Western history. 
What is the enduring significance of this event? How does it concern us today? We 
will consider the emergence of philosophy within the context of its historical 
situation, as it defines itself within the horizon of its own time, especially as it arises 
within a poetic tradition of myth and tragedy. How does philosophy continue this 
poetic tradition and how does it mark a decisive break with this tradition? Special 
emphasis is placed upon the figure of Socrates as he appears in Plato’s writings; and 
the question is raised that concerns the tragic character of his life and philosophical 
activity. Students must complete three writing assignments and take a test dealing 
with basic Greek philosophical vocabulary. 

GE:      Claire Pickard cpickard@uoregon.edu 

Texts: 
1. Texts available on Canvas as pdf’s. 
2.  Plato: Phaedo (Focus Philosophical Library) ~ ISBN-10: 0941051692 

You must purchase a copy of Plato: Phaedo online or through a bookstore. I have not 
ordered this book for you. Please be sure to purchase the correct edition of this text. 
All other readings are available through Canvas. 
Please note: I may at times supplement our readings with additional material. These 
readings will also be posted on Canvas. You should print out this material and read 
it, in preparation for lectures and discussion. 

Course Requirements: 
▪ Greek vocabulary test, November 4 in discussion section. 
▪ Two writing assignments, 5 pages, double-spaced. Due Oct. 25 and Nov. 15. 
▪ Take-home Final Paper, 6-7 pages, due 9 am December 9. 
▪ Active participation in discussion groups.  
▪ Attendance. Attendance will be recorded at both lecture and section. Please sit in 

lecture in the area assigned to your section so that your GE can record your 
attendance. Excessive absences will affect your grade negatively. Please note: 
Missing more than 4 class meetings without an approved excuse, either in 
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lecture on in section, will make it impossible to receive a grade higher than a C. 
▪ Please prepare for lecture by completing the reading for the day. Much of the lecture 

will refer explicitly to passages in the reading. It is important to bring the readings 
to lecture and to discussion. 

Explanation of Grading Standards: 
A =  Excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B =  Good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C =  Okay. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material. 
D =  Poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F =  Failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either not real grasp of the 

material or a complete lack of effort. 

Grading Breakdown: 
Writing assignments and exams   = 60% 
Discussion, attendance and Participation  = 15% 
Final Take-Home     = 25% 

Writing Assignments:  
You will be asked to respond to a question or theme that has been dealt with in the 
lectures and discussions. There will be two papers (5 pages) and a final (6-7 pages). 
For due dates, see schedule. Papers must be submitted to your GE both as a 
hardcopy and digitally. Digital copies of papers are to be submitted on Canvas to 
the plagiarism prevention service provided there. Please submit your paper to 
the section of the course to which you are registered. If you have questions about 
this service, please speak with your GE. 

Exams: 
The Greek vocabulary exam will take place on November 4 in discussion sections, 
and will cover the reading material dealt with during the first half of the term. 
Important Greek words discussed in lecture will be on the exam.  In lecture and 
your readings you should take note of any Greek words and their meanings.  

Late Policies and Attendance: 
Late papers will be accepted only with an extension. If you are having problems 
meeting a deadline, or cannot attend a discussion section, please speak with your 
GE. (Please don’t wait until the last minute to make your request.) Please note: 
Attendance is expected. Students who miss more than 3 class meetings without 
an approved excuse, either in lecture or discussion section will not receive a 
grade better than a C.  

Disability Accommodations:  
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this 
course please make arrangements to meet with me within the first two weeks of the 
course. Please request a letter from Disability Services verifying your disability and 
stating your needed accommodations. 
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Schedule of Readings, Lectures and Assignments: 
Week Date Author, Title Text Topic 
I 9.27 Aristotle, Metaphysics Book I, 1-2 Wisdom? 
 9.29 Aristotle, Metaphysics Book I, 1-2  
     
II 10.4 Aristotle, Metaphysics Book II, 1-3 Truth? 
 10.6 Aristotle, Metaphysics Book II, 1-3  
     
III 10.11 Plato, Republic, Bk. VII 514a – 521b Image of the Cave 
 10.13 Plato, Republic, Bk. VII 514a – 521b  
     
IV 10.18 Plato, Apology of Socrates 17a – 32a Defense of a Philosophical Life 
 10.20 Plato, Apology of Socrates 32b – 42a  
     
V 10.25 Aristotle, Physics Book II, 1-2 Nature? 
  Paper #1 due   
 10.27 Aristotle, Physics Book II, 1-2  
     
VI 11.1 Plato, Republic, Bk. I 327a – 347a Justice? 
 11.3 Plato, Republic, Bk. I 347a – 354c  
 11.4 Greek Vocabulary test   
     
VII 11.8 Plato, Republic, Bk. II 357a – 372c  
 11.10 Plato, Republic, Bk. II 372c – 382c  
     
VIII 11.15 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Book I, 1-6 Inquiry into the Human Good 
  Paper #2 due   
 11.17 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Book I, 7-13  
     
IX 11.22 Plato, Phaedo TBA The Death of Socrates 
 11.24 No Class, Thanksgiving   
     
X 11.29 Plato, Phaedo TBA  
 12.1 Plato, Phaedo TBA  
     
 12.9 Final Due by 9 am   
 
Bibliography of Readings: 

Aristotle. Aristotle’s Metaphysics. Trans. Joe Sachs. Green Lion Press. 
———. Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. Trans. Joe Sachs. Green Lion Press. 
———. Aristotle’s Physics: A Guided Study. Joe Sachs. (Masterworks of Discovery) 
Plato. The Republic Of Plato. Trans. Allan Bloom. Basic Books. 
———. Plato: Complete Works. Ed. John M. Cooper and D. S. Hutchinson. Hackett 

Publishing Co. 
———. Plato: Phaedo. Trans. Eva Brann, Peter Kalkavage, and Eric Salem. Focus 

Publishing/R. Pullins Co. 
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Greek Alphabet 

 
Upper Lower Examples of important philosophical words 
Case  Case 
 
Α    α  ἀλήθεια, ἄνθρωπος, ἀρχή, αρετή   
Β    β  βίος 
Γ    γ  λόγος 
Δ   δ  δύναμις, δεινός 
Ε    ε  ἔργον, ἔθος, ἐμπειρία  
Ζ    ζ  ζωή 
Η    η  ἦθος 
Θ    θ  θεωρία, θάνατος, θαυμάζειν,  
Ι     ι  ἰδέα 
Κ    κ  κατά, κίνησις  
Λ    λ  λήθη 
Μ    μ  μορφή, μίασμα, μῦθος, μνήμη,   
Ν    ν  νοῦς, νόμος 
Ξ    ξ  ἕξις 
Ο    ο  οὐσία, οὗ ἕνεκα  
Π    π  ποίησις, πρᾶξις 
Ρ    ρ  ἐνέργεια 
Σ    σ, ς  σοφία, σχολή  
Τ    τ  τέχνη, τέλος 
Υ    υ  ὕλη 
Φ    φ  φύσις, φρόνησις, φάρμακον, φιλοσοφία 
Χ    χ  χαλεπόν 
Ψ    ψ  ψυχή 
Ω        ω    Σωκρατής 


